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1.1 Introduction
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�������������  #�  �������C  
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����  �����  0��������  ���  �����  ��  �������  ����  ���  �����  ��  
	���	��  ������  ���  �	�"  ��  �	�����"  ������  ��  �	����	�  �������  
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����	� �

2������"  ���	�  ������  ����  
<���  	����  ��  ��	�����  ������  #�

�
i
i > �	������  �����   )���	  * +�		�"  ,-./!  ������������  ���  �����  ��  

	���	��  ������  ���  ���  ��	����  ��	������  ��	����&#����  ������	��  
��������������  ����  �����  ��  �����	����  #�����

$������  for Sale to the Elderly - Part 1 (Baker �  Parry, 1983):
)

In January 1983 the Housing Research Foundation commissioned a 
study by the University of Surrey into specialist housing built 
for sale to the retired.

;

i
! The study (Baker & Parry, 1983) investigated the existing types 

of sheltered housing for sale to the retired and looked into the 
views of a sample of residents who were already living in such 
accommodation. The study also included a review of the relevant 
statistical data relating to the distribution and marital status 
of elderly owner-occupiers. In addition,the views of planning 
authorities and social services were obtained.

�
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������	��  �����  �����  ���  #���  #����  ��	  ����F

��  ��������  ���  ��1�  ��  ���  ���������  ��	���  ��	  ����  
����  ��  �������  #����  ��  ������  ����  ���  ����	  ����	���	�F

��  ������  ���  ���������  ���  ��������  ��  �����  ������  ���  
���  ��	����  #�����  �����  ��  ��������  ������	��  �������F

��  �������  ���  �����  ��  �����  �����	�����  ����	��  ����  
�������������

���  �����  ���  �#��  ��  �	��  �����������  ����  	������  ��  �����  
�#D�������  ���"  ��	���	��	�"  ���������  ����  �  �����������  ��	���  
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����	 ���#����� ������	��F �������	" ������� ���� �����	 �������	 ����� �

��� ��� �������� ��� �	����� ��� �� ��������	 �����	������ ��	 �#������ �
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���������
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1 2.1 Survey Method

I In order to 
advertisement

carry out the present study, the following 
was placed in five newspapers:

(fjVj) Housing Research Foundation
University of Surrey TJT/

“Areyoii over (?o 

and a home-owner?
::• Arc you happy 

with your present home?
Ideally, would you like to be able to buy - 

perhaps nuking a profit on the change - a smaller, 
specially designed dwelling for your retirement?

The Housing Research Foundation has asked the University of 
Surrey to carry out research into the housing needs of retired people.

.
7

!
:
;

Your views are important for designing for the future
If you are willing to help us by spending a few minutes of 

your time answering a short postal questionnaire, 
please cut out and return the form beiow.

No stamp is required..•:
We would reaily appreciate your help

;;
3 r——■

mum to Dr. M. J. Parry} 
FREEPOST i
Dept, of 1 lome Kiunoaucs |
University of Surrey I
Guddfonl

, Surrey GU2 5X1!
stamp required—_____

Nam*; Address

_______ \

;!

;

7
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Table 213.2 Marital Status
l
! Status of RespondentsTable 2 shows that the majority of respondents in this study were 

partners in a married couple (62 per cent), while 31 per cent were 
single or widowed women. Only 7 per cent were single or widowed 
men. In contrast tc these figures, results of the previous study 
(Baker & Parry 1983) showed that the majority of respondents who 
were living in the type of purpose built accommodation obtainable 
at that time were older widowed women.

i

No. %

. Single/Widowed Women 99 31.2!
! Single/Widowed Men 22 7.0:
! Married People 196 61.8Combining figures for the age and marital status of respondents 

in this survey (Table 3) it is possible to understand why two 
separate markets exist for specialist retirement housing.

The most important feature of these figures is that the number of 
single and widowed individuals in the sample increases in the 
higher age group. The accommodation requirements of younger, 
retired, married people are very different from the requirements 
of older, single people. It is suggested that this difference 
exists for a number of reasons. For example, in the case of 
younger, retired, married couples tasks such as house 
maintenance, gardening and driving are carried out by the man. 
This may leave a problem for his wife when he becomes frail or 
dies. These tasks must then either be carried out by an outside 
agency or the need for them to be carried out must be removed. 
If, for example, driving was necessary for shopping and this then 
becomes impossible, a move nearer to shops remains the only 
solution if independence is to be maintained. Taking this simple 
example it is possible to understand that flexible accommodation 
is essential if the needs of the active younger retired people, 
and the older, frail, but independent people are to be met within 
any one scheme for the retired.

Traditional retirement bungalows and the more recently designed 
town centre, 1 bedroom sheltered flats do not offer the 
flexibility necessary to satisfactorily accommodate an individual 
from the time of active early retirement to more dependent old 
age. However, whether such a scheme could ever be designed and 
built remains a matter of debate and until the time as it is 
resolved the current alternatives of low-density, linked/detached 
warden-assisted bungalows or high-density, sheltered flats remain 
the two most likely forms of development.

j 317 100.0?
#
!

■

:

1i

f
Respondents' Age by Status

71 and OverUp to 70
%%;

i
45.334.9Single/Widowed

I
i 54.765.1Married
I

100.0100.0

I
;

3.3 Suitability of Present Home for Retirement

Respondents were asked how suitable they felt their present homes 
would be for their retirement. Half regarded their present homes 
as being unsatisfactory in some way. Only 13 per cent regarded 
their homes as being *very suitable*. It can also be seen that a 
greater percentage of those over 71 found their homes unsuitable 
(58 per cent) compared with those under 70 years (46 per cent). 
Although 36 per cent of the respondents stated that their homes 
were adequate, the majority of these people nevertheless went on 
to describe why their homes would be inadequate at some time in 
the future. These results suggest that increasing age leads to 
the unsuitability of standard family housing for retired people.
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One of the important features of developing a site relates to the 
building density which may be obtained. For guidance it is 
significant that the older age group (Baker & Parry 1983) already 
residing in sheltered accommodation require less parking than the 
younger group who responded in this survey. We suggest that 
where sites are located in town centres, the parking provisions 
can be low. In the case of developments which are aimed at 
the younger retired group and which may be further away from a 
town centre it will be necessary to provide more parking spaces.
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Bakeri Stephen. 
Housing tor- sale 

e 1 do r1v

For office 
use only to the

"Would you need:
(TICK YES OR NO FOR EACH STATEMENT)Question 5f

NOYES
Dc?;‘~uOr ri.'!J3!i'j 
AND URBAN DtVELOPiviuNT□ 411,2

Your own garage 

Your own parking space 

Visitors'parking space

n 1,2 MAY 3 0 1985u□□ 1,2 U3RARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20410

ANSWERED BY EVERYONE

widowed woman
TO BE n 42Question 6 

Question 6a

1 DATE DUE
A single or 

A single or 

A married couple

Are you: 2
widowed man i3

431
How old were you on your last birthday? 
(If married, please state both ages) H-4-Question 6b 2

3

4

I have attached an additional sheet of paper on the back of the 
questionnaire on which you may add any additional points about 
your housing requirements. Please feel free to make any points

you like!

Thank you very

Prln lad
SAin u45230

kind help.much for your

i


